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• What is evidence and why it important in 

marine planning? 

• How evidence fits into the marine planning 

process 

• Our Evidence Strategy 

• Some example evidence gaps 

• Tying evidence to issues 

• Questions 

 

 

 

Outline 



Evidence 

Data, information or knowledge used to make 

decisions. Comes in many forms  



What is evidence? 
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• Marine plans must be underpinned by sound 

evidence 

• To help understand an issue (cause, effect, 

interactions, scale and priority) 

• To assess confidence in the issue or identify 

assumptions and evidence gaps 

• To inform plan vision, objectives and options 

and determine where and how marine planning 

can add most value 

• To develop appropriately prescriptive and 

spatially explicit policies 
 

Why do we need evidence? 



• Discrete research 

 

– Commissioned research, in partnership 

within the Defra group, working with 

academia 

 

– knowledge exchange (researchers) funded 

through the research councils.  
 

Where do we get evidence from? 



Where else? 

• Evidence provided by 

applicants  

• Baseline information on 

the marine area 

• Expert advice 

• Monitoring data for 

sectors managed by 

MMO 

• Evidence provided by 

stakeholders  
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• Developed by the Evidence Team 

for all MMO functions  

 

• Strategy part 1: 2015 – 2020* 

 

– What the MMO does 

– What scientific evidence the MMO 

uses  

– Where this evidence comes from 

– How it is applied 

– What more we need (in broad 

terms)……. 

 

 

MMO Evidence Strategy 

* https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/evidence-strategy-for-the-marine-

management-organisation-mmo  
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• Strategy part I: 2015 – 2020 

– What scientific evidence does the MMO use  

– Where does this come from 

– How is it applied 

• Strategy part II: Annually updated ‘research 

programme’ and ‘action plan’ 

– Where are the major gaps/issues in scientific evidence 

– Research programme – 2015-2016: nearly 200 requirements 

identified across MMO consolidated to 76 gaps 

– Action plan to address these  

• Align with the rest of Defra 

 

 

MMO Evidence Strategy 



MMO Evidence Strategy 

• Strategy part 2: 

– Sets out our preferred routes for delivering our 63 evidence 

requirements* 

– Working on a delivery plan for every requirement 

– Part 2 and first tranche of delivery plans published August 

• Alignment with the rest of Defra and others 

– Links from our evidence requirements to Defra Marine 

Evidence  Action Plan (EAP) 

– Have looked at areas of interest to Defra group 

– Identify potential collaborations – partnership working is a 

preferred delivery route for our evidence 

 

 

* https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/evidence-gaps  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/evidence-gaps
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Examples of high priority gaps: 2016-17 
MMO 

Evidence 

Strategy 

Sub-

theme 

Gap ID 

Number 
Title 

1.1 R095 Seascape characterisation and visual impacts within marine plan areas 

1.2 R090 The intensity and impacts of marine recreation 

1.3 R103 The baseline social environment of the English marine plan areas 

1.4 R027 The baseline economic environment of the English marine plan areas 

2.4 R053 Future trends analysis for marine sector/activity 

3.2 R068 Approaches for monitoring the impact of marine plans. 

1.1 R088 Spatial identification and categorisation of areas of particular importance to fish populations 

1.1 R004 Biodiversity 'hotspots' in the English marine plan areas 

1.1 R086 The location, condition and features of compensatory sites 

1.1 
 
R005 Marine species migration pathways 



How do we use evidence in Marine 

Planning? 



Issues and Evidence gathering 

EVIDENCE

2. Identifying 

issues and 

gathering 

evidence*

3. Vision and 

Objectives*

7. Review plan 

proposals and 

comments

10. 

Implement 

and monitor

6. Public 

consultation 

on draft plan

5. Plan 

drafting and 

Policies*

4. Options*

1. Statement 

of Public 

Participation

8. Independent 

investigation

9. Plan 

adopted / 

published

11. 3-year

report 

Iterations 



Evidence in Issues Identification 

Planning Issue  - Opportunities or challenges 

likely to drive, or be subject to changes within the 

marine plan areas over the life of the plans 

Come in all shapes and sizes 

• Outlook  

• Scale  

• Level of detail 

 

• Must be underpinned by evidence! 

 

 

 



Development of issues work to date 

• Use knowledge and available evidence MMO  

teams. 

• Scoping report for the Sustainability Appraisal 

of the remaining marine plan areas 

• Exploring common issues in E, S, and 

devolved administration plan areas 

• Issues with Evidence workshops in July 

gathered stakeholder evidence. 

• Work is currently ongoing to process this, and 

find appropriate gaps 

 



Marine Planning Evidence Base (MIS) 



• Data 

Marine Planning Evidence Base – displays 

data gathered to support the marine plan 

drafting process 

 

• Content 

Marine plans, their policies, supporting data 

and information 

 

 

What is Marine Information System 



Marine Information System 



Homepage 

 



Marine planning evidence base 







Questions? 

http://mis.marinemanagement.org.uk/ 

 

Evidence@marinemanagement.org.uk 

 

Sam.Wright@marinemanagement.org.uk  
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