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 Reconnecting people and nature 
 Thinking about the future  
 The role of the UK NEA 
 The national ecosystem assessment scenarios 

 The challenge of ‘Nature@work’ 
 One possibility amongst many 
 Scenarios as tools for communication and learning 

 



 The Ecosystem Approach has been championed 
as a way of delivering the conservation of 
biodiversity and sustainable forms of 
development .  

 People claim that it can bring a richer body of 
knowledge into the decision making arena… 
 

3 



 BUT 
 Evidence to substantiate such claims is often 

lacking….. 
 ….we need to identify whether and how the 

Approach can stimulate the uptake and use of 
new ecosystem knowledge 
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This is why the  
Liverpool City Region Local Nature Partnership and GI Framework  

is important! 



Ask not what you can do 
for nature – ask what 
nature can do for you. 
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Ecosystem services…. 
Changing the terms of 
environmental debate? 



 The UK National 
Ecosystem Assessment 
(UK NEA) is a sub-
global assessment, 
stimulated by the 
publication of the 
Millennium Ecosystem 
Assessment, MA 
(2005).  
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• Analysis of the UK’s natural environment in 
terms of the benefits it provides to society 
and continuing economic prosperity…. 

• …A new way of estimating our national 
wealth. 

NEA 

• To further develop and communicate the 
evidence base of the UK NEA and make it 
relevant to decision and policy making at 
different spatial scales across the UK 

NEAFO 

http://uknea.unep-wcmc.org/ 

http://uknea.unep-wcmc.org/
http://uknea.unep-wcmc.org/
http://uknea.unep-wcmc.org/
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Sustainable 
development 

strategy 

Action plan 
to embed the 

Approach, 
2007 & 2010 

update 

England 
White Paper, 

NEA, 2011 

White paper 
legacy 

NEA 
Follow-on 

Commissioned 
research and 
NEA Scoping £ 
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Embedding the 
Ecosystems 

Approach Opportunities and 
incentives 

Operationalisation  
and institutional 

change 

Champions in 
Central Government 

Partnerships  and 
Networking 

ES 

‘Nature’, 
‘Natural 

Capital’, GI 
Finding the ‘right’ language(s) 



10 

Expert 
group 

Users 

Clients ‘Key questions’ 
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UK NEA Key 
findings, 

2011 
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• Market agricultural value 
• Non-market GHG 

emissions 
• Non-market recreation 
• Non-market urban green 

space 

Spatially explicit scenarios 
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Bateman, I. et al. (2013): Bringing Ecosystem Services into Economic 
Decision-Making: Land Use in the United Kingdom. Science, 341, 45- 50. 

• The conventional focus upon market-priced goods alone can 
result in decisions that lower overall values… 

• All the major ecosystem services generated by a change in 
resource use need to be assessed – spatially/temporally… 

• Significant value increases can be obtained from targeted 
planning by incorporating all potential services and their values 
and that this approach also conserves wild-species diversity 



NATIONAL  

 National capital committee 
 Ecosystem markets task 

force 
 Research funding 

LOCAL 

 Local nature partnerships 
& nature improvement 
areas 

 Biodiversity offsetting 
pilots 

 PES schemes 
 Knowledge networks 
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Policy impacts 



 Is Nature@work an appropriate vision? 
 The argument cannot be made on the basis of the 

findings or analysis of the NEA alone…. 
 In any case the NEA scenarios were not presented 

as choices…. 
 More as a set of possibilities against which we can 

test the robustness of our strategies and plans…. 
 

 
 



 What can scenarios 
provide? 
 Predictive power? 
 Decision support? 
 Social learning? 
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• Scenarios as deliberative tools…. 
• Scenarios as a way of promoting  ‘citizen science’… 
• How can we communicate the benefits to those who may not 

currently be involved or understand the ecosystem approach? 

NEA 
Follow-on 



Ask not what you can do 
for nature – ask what 
nature can do for you. 
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Reconnecting people 
and nature: the basis of 

a green economy 
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